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THE SALVATION OF THE LIFE 



SAMUEL ZANE BATTEN, D.D. 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 



There are several great words that are 
fundamental in Christianity. Among 
these the word "salvation" holds an 
honorable place; in fact, it may be said 
that Christianity is the religion of 
redemption. Since this is so it is neces- 
sary that we have a clear conception of 
the meaning and scope of this great word. 

1. The Varied Conceptions 
of Salvation 

The moment we attempt to define this 
term confusion begins and misunder- 
standing arises. Thus, for long genera- 
tions and by millions of men the word 
"salvation" has been taken in a nega- 
tive, narrow, and partial sense. Some 
men have construed salvation primarily 
in terms of deliverance from sin and 
rescue from peril. This conception is 
forever true so far as it goes; but at 
best it is negative and is simply the 
beginning of the redemptive work of 
Christ. Others have construed it in 
terms of the soul's welfare and have 
limited their interest to a single aspect 
of life. To be saved usually signified 
to have one's sins forgiven and to have 
the soul prepared for heaven. To be 
saved meant to be saved out of the 
world and fitted for life in some other 
world beyond the ranges of time and 
earth. Man's life was divided up into 
sections — into two, body and soul, 
according to some; into three, body, 
soul, and spirit, according to others. 
By both parties, however, the soul was 



regarded as the precious and priceless 
thing. The soul is the subject of 
Christ's redemption and when this is 
saved all is well and everything else 
may go. 

In all of these conceptions salvation 
has to do with the soul and its destiny 
hereafter and has little relation to life 
and its usefulness. In these concep- 
tions salvation means rescue, and has 
little relation to the development of life 
and its uses in the Kingdom of God. 
Then, too, emphasis is laid upon the 
idea of escape from retribution and 
failure in the hereafter, and not upon the 
possession of life in the Kingdom of 
God here and everywhere. Let the 
world go, men have said, if only the soul 
can be saved. "What shall it profit 
a man if he gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul? And what shall a 
man give in exchange for his soul?" 

Two things are implied in this con- 
ception which may be noted. First, it 
implies the salvation of that part of 
man known as the soul; and, secondly, 
it implies the assurance of safety for the 
soul in the great hereafter. Millions of 
people have lived in a Christian land 
and have grown up in the church who 
never imagined that the purpose of 
Christ was larger than that here indi- 
cated. It did not enter into our hearts 
to conceive that Christ had come to save 
the whole man, body, mind, and spirit, 
for this life as well as for the life to come. 
It did not dawn upon us that Christ 
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had come to save the whole lifetime of 
man, to develop his powers to their 
fullest capacity, and to claim these 
powers for the uses of the kingdom. It 
did not dawn upon us till we were thirty 
years of age that God had a will for 
this present world, and that it was his 
purpose to establish his kingdom here, 
and that men were called to serve the 
uses of this kingdom and to co-operate 
with God in its establishment in the 
earth. Without pursuing this thought 
any farther, we may turn to consider 
the life and teaching of the Master on 
this subject. 

2. The Meaning of Life 

To understand the teaching of Christ 
concerning salvation we must know his 
point of view. On this question there 
can be no doubt or uncertainty. His 
master-thought was the idea of the 
Kingdom of God; and his purpose was 
the revelation of that kingdom and the 
winning of men unto membership in it. 
It is the Father's purpose to establish 
in this earth his kingdom, where his 
name is hallowed and his will is done, 
as in heaven. This kingdom is at once 
the Old Testament sublimated and the 
New Testament fulfilled. This kingdom 
is nothing less than the inner meaning of 
the world and the far-off goal of history. 
Men are called to be members of this 
kingdom, to have its spirit, and to live 
by its law; they are to be workers in this 
kingdom and to extend it in the world. 
To be a member of the kingdom is the 
supreme good; to miss the kingdom is 
to miss the true end of life. To serve the 
uses of the kingdom is to find one's true 
work; to live for other ends rather than 
those of the kingdom is to miss the 



mark. To be lost, according to the 
Master, is to live outside the kingdom 
and to waste one's self on false ends. 
To be saved is to be a member of the 
kingdom and to serve its ends and uses. 
In our world a great process is going 
forward that we may call the Kingdom 
of God. Men are called to be members 
of this kingdom and to promote its 
coming. In its personal aspect this 
means that man is here to grow a soul, 
to develop a personality, and to unfold 
his powers to the full. He is here to 
enter into the purpose of God, to advance 
this purpose in the world, that thereby 
he may serve the kingdom and its uses. 
In its social aspects this means that men 
are here to love and to serve others and 
to be trained in the divine art of living 
together. To be righteous means to 
come into right relations with God and 
with one's fellows, to love them and to 
learn to live with them. To be sinful 
is to break relations with men, to live 
for one's self, and to do nothing for the 
common good. In its wider scope it 
means that man is here to be a child of 
God, to enter into the plans of the 
Father, and to become a partner with 
him in his great enterprise. Men are 
called into fellowship with the Father, 
are given the vision of the kingdom, and 
are then sent to build on earth the City 
of God. In its longer reaches this means 
that man is here in training for larger 
tasks in the Great Empire of the Father. 
Concerning the future we do not know 
very much, for God has not chosen to 
lift the veil; but some things are plain. 
As men have served the purposes of 
God here they are prepared for larger 
tasks there. The reward of faithful- 
ness here is larger service there. In 
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some way the condition and quality of 
life here determine the fate and destiny 
of the life hereafter. Whatever goes 
into the first of life goes into all life; 
and whatever is left out of the first of 
life is left out of life beyond. Here and 
now in this little province we call earth, 
man becomes a citizen of the empire 
and is called to practice its citizenship. 
His task is to have the spirit of a citizen, 
to extend the frontiers of the Father's 
reign, to realize in this little colony 
and province the law and life and reign 
of the very empire itself. All the time, 
however, though living in the province, 
he is a citizen of the empire and has 
the feel of being a free citizen. Some 
day if he has been faithful here and has 
had the spirit of the kingdom he shall 
be summoned from the province to the 
very capitol itself. He is now a free- 
born citizen of the kingdom who has 
proved his loyalty to the King. Then 
he shall have the freedom of every city 
in the great empire and shall march right 
into its full plebiscite. 

Summing up: the purpose of God in 
the world, so far as we can understand 
that purpose, is the preparation for the 
Kingdom of God of the largest number 
of great lives, developed in mind, dis- 
ciplined in will, loving in heart, trained 
in the divine art of living together, and 
co-operating with God in the fulfilment 
of his purposes. Sin is the missing of 
this mark; it is the refusal of man to 
enter into God's will and to serve his 
purposes; it is the choice of the smaller 
self against the greater whole; it is the 
preference to stoop when God asks man 
to rise; it is the refusal to move in line 
with the divine process, because of 
unbelief or cowardice. The life is lost 



when it misses this mark and fails to 
serve the kingdom and its uses. The 
life is saved when it finds this true end, 
lives in the purpose of God, serves the 
uses of the kingdom. The Kingdom 
of God is a present fact, and man is 
saved or lost now, in so far as he is saved 
for the kingdom or is lost to its uses. 

3. The Nature of Salvation 

On this question of salvation Christ's 
purpose is plain and his teaching is clear. 
First, the Son of Man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost. To be 
lost, according to Christ, was to be with- 
out God, to be living outside his purpose 
and his kingdom, and so to be missing the 
mark of life. To be saved was to be 
saved from waste and failure and sin, to 
give one's life to God, and to serve his 
uses. This is made very plain in all his 
teaching, but is summed up in the three 
great parables of grace. The sheep is 
lost because it is outside the fold and 
no longer serves the shepherd. The coin 
is lost because it is useless and means loss 
to the housewife. The boy is lost be- 
cause he is throwing his life away and is 
breaking his father's heart. Sheep, coin, 
boy, all are missing the true mark and 
are losing their lives. Sheep, coin, boy, 
all are saved when they find their true 
places and serve life's true uses. 

Secondly, the Son of Man seeks to 
save the whole life of man. According 
to the gospel record, Jesus worked for 
the whole man and he never made any 
distinction between work for the soul and 
work for the body. In fact, he spent a 
large part of his time ministering to what 
men are pleased to call the temporal 
and material needs of the people. In 
the Nazareth synagogue he outlined his 
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program showing that he had come to 
bless the whole life of man (Luke 4:17- 
20). It may be said that the churches 
have given these words an almost wholly 
spiritual and inward application; but 
in so doing they have perverted the 
plain teaching of the Master and have 
missed the power of his example. The 
interest of Christ — how plain it is! — 
is not limited to what men are pleased 
to call the inward and spiritual life. He 
came to save the man — body, mind, and 
spirit; he came to save man for this 
world and for every world. 

In his teaching he is not less explicit 
and positive. As a matter of fact he 
never made any distinction between 
soul and body, treating one part as essen- 
tial and eternal and the other as acci- 
dental and passing. He never said 
one word about saving the soul; "Save 
your life," was his constant and impres- 
sive charge. There are several instances 
in the Gospels where the word soul is 
used, but every student knows that the 
Greek word is loosely translated. Ser- 
mons innumerable have been preached 
from the text: "What shall it profit 
a man if he gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul? What shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul?" But as 
a matter of fact the word here trans- 
lated "soul" is the same word that in 
an earlier verse is translated "life": 
"He that findeth his life shall lose it, 
but he that loseth his life for my sake 
shall find it." The nature of the saying 
necessitates this translation of the word. 
By what right then do we change the 
translation in the verse below and repre- 
sent Christ as confusing men by talking 
about the soul? "Save your life" — 
this was his charge to men. Have a 



care for your life, is his warning in the 
Sermon on the Mount. Let your whole 
life be saved for the kingdom and its 
service; do not waste yourself on purely 
accidental and incidental things. Do 
not allow your mind to lie dormant 
and your powers to rust unused. Save 
your body, unfold your powers, use 
every one of your talents. Man is called 
to give his life to the kingdom and its 
work. What can man give in exchange 
for his life? What can he offer as a 
substitute for a life's service? Not 
the world, not his gold, nothing but his 
life, himself, his all. The contrast in 
Christ's teaching between the life saved 
and the life lost is not, as many suppose, 
the contrast between soul and body or 
between the soul saved and the soul 
lost forever, but between the life saved 
for the kingdom and devoted to its true 
end and the life spent for self and wasted 
on trifles. 

Thus, the salvation of the life was the 
object of Christ's effort. And this, it 
may be said, is a much larger and more 
inclusive work than the saving of the 
soul. To save the life is to save the 
whole man — body, mind, and spirit; to 
save the life is to save the man in all his 
capacities and powers; to save the life is 
to unfold life's potencies and to realize 
its possibilities; to save the life is to 
save man's whole existence, his days, 
his years, his talents, his service for the 
Kingdom of God. Suppose the Son of 
Man were here today and saw men 
giving their lives to the gaming of wealth, 
coining their time and talents into gold, 
and yet all the time counting upon hav- 
ing their souls saved at last. Would he 
not ask: "What shall it profit a man 
if he gain the whole world and lose his 
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own life?" Man is called to give a 
lifetime's service to the kingdom. What 
shall a man give as a substitute for a life's 
service ? Suppose Jesus were here today 
and saw men and women living frivolous 
and sensual lives, never trying to unfold 
the capacities of their being and letting 
their powers run to waste, in the mis- 
taken notion that it matters little how 
the life is spent, provided only the soul 
is saved at the end and is permitted to 
enter heaven. Would he not sadly say: 
"Have I been so long time with you 
and is this all you know of my salva- 
tion?" The Son of Man was not con- 
tent to have a man waste his years and 
powers in sin, and then, repenting at the 
very end of life, hope to have the soul 
saved for heaven. He was not content 
to have men live cheap, petty lives here, 
with minds unilluminated and capacities 
undeveloped, if only their souls be saved 
hereafter. In fact, he knew nothing of 
any such conception as this, and it is 
certain that he would repudiate it as a 
false and pernicious doctrine. 

One of the most dismal and tragic 
failures of history has been made at this 
point. Some years ago President North- 
rup, in a memorable address, discussed 
some of the hindrances to the work of 
the kingdom. And one of the most 
serious hindrances, he found, had been a 
wrongful abandonment of the idea of 
the Kingdom of God and the substitu- 
tion of a lesser idea in its place. Men 
had lost the idea of the Kingdom of God 
as that great divine society which it is 
God's will to establish on earth, and had 
sought a kingdom to be found in heaven. 
Along with this they had lost the Chris- 
tian idea of the salvation of the life, here 
and now, from sin and failure, and had 



come to think of salvation as the rescue 
of the soul from the pains of hell here- 
after. But according to Christ's con- 
ception it is God's purpose to establish 
his kingdom on this earth; men are 
called to be citizens of this kingdom here 
and now, and to labor for its full realiza- 
tion; men are lost when they miss the 
kingdom and live outside its law; men 
are saved when they see this kingdom 
and serve its uses. Salvation is a present 
fact, and it includes the whole life of 
man. 

These mistaken conceptions of sal- 
vation have wrought havoc in the world. 
Because of a partial conception of 
salvation many have tried to save the 
soul while wasting the life. Because 
of a mistaken conception of salvation 
they have misplaced the emphasis in 
thought and in effort. They have 
allowed the time and powers of men to be 
wasted for the kingdom here, while 
hoping to have the soul saved for heaven 
hereafter. Worse than this, they have 
neglected the work of child nurture and 
life training, in the confidence that 
everything may come out all right. 
The life may be wasted. The child may 
grow up without proper training. What 
does it matter ? In later life he may be 
converted and his soul will be saved. 
If only the soul is saved, it matters little 
about the life. Many a person, like 
an old woman that I knew, has lived 
under the influence of an abominable 
doctrine, believing that all could "be 
made right in five minutes before I die." 
Of all the miserable heresies that have 
ever plagued the world and misled 
human beings, this is one of the most 
pernicious. And yet it is a heresy that 
has wide currency, that has influenced 
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millions of people and cheated them 
out of their life's heritage. 

The salvation of the whole life is the 
aim of all right religion and all religious 
teaching. To save the life, it is needless 
to repeat, is to save the whole man in all 
his powers and talents, in his possibilities 
and years. To save the life is to unfold 
its powers, to save the service for the 
use of the kingdom, to save it for this 
world and for every world. To estab- 
lish this truth in its central place in 
man's thought and to make it the stan- 
dard conception in our effort is in a 
large sense the present task of religious 
teachers. The acceptance of this truth 
in all its bearings and applications will 
work a complete change in the thought 
of Christian men and will compel a reval- 
uation of all our methods of teaching and 
training. If one were asked to name 
one of the greatest needs of our time, he 
would say that it is a true and Christian 
conception of the Kingdom of God. We 
must reconceive Christ's great concep- 
tion and must make it central in our 
thought and effort; then we must have 
a theology that is construed in the 
categories of the Kingdom of God and its 
coming, that shall interpret life and 
sin and salvation in terms of the king- 
dom, and shall show how man can serve 
the kingdom and its uses. 

4. The Salvation of the Life 

We are now in a position to under- 
stand the meaning of salvation and the 
nature of our work for men. We are 
here to save life from failure and missing 
the mark, to develop and train the 
powers and faculties of men and to 
save them for the uses of the kingdom, to 
save the whole man for the service of the 



Kingdom of God here and for citizenship 
in the kingdom everywhere. 

The work of the church is to save life 
for the kingdom and its uses. It is 
unfortunate that the work of salvation 
has been construed almost wholly in 
terms of rescue. Great emphasis has 
been placed upon the fact of sin, and 
stress has been laid upon the doctrine 
that men are lost. It has been assumed 
that, the deeper the degradation of 
man, the more manifest is the power of 
God in his salvation. It has sometimes 
been taught that a moral life is a barrier 
in one's way and minimizes the grace 
of Christ. Thus all unconsciously men 
have set a premium upon the gutter and 
the swine trough and have minimized 
the grace of Christ in childish innocence 
and religious growth. 

And as a consequence the work of 
training and molding the life for the 
kingdom has been largely ignored. 
What did it matter what was done or 
left undone before the child was born 
or while it was an infant? At some 
time in later life it would be evangelized; 
perhaps it would be so converted, and 
its soul saved; and all was well. Great 
emphasis has been laid upon evangel- 
ism, and great campaigns have been 
inaugurated to win outsiders. All this 
is well and this work is necessary. But 
while this has been done other work no 
less necessary has been left undone. 
Many churches have almost wholly neg- 
lected the work of training children and 
molding their lives for the kingdom. 
Conversion has been regarded as the 
one primary fact, and everything has 
been construed in terms of this one 
experience. There has been little con- 
scious and intelligent effort to nurture 
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the life for conversion, and little con- 
scious and constructive effort to pre- 
pare it for life in the kingdom. The 
whole effort has been to get the soul 
converted and so saved for heaven. 

But the evangel of the kingdom is 
much larger than this and contains a 
greater conception of salvation. The 
Son of Man, according to his own simple 
and majestic words, has come that men 
may have life and may have it more 
abundantly. He has come to save men 
from sin and failure; to make them 
children of God and citizens in his 
kingdom; to unfold their capacities and 
to lift them up into the fulness of life. 
It is therefore an utter misinterpreting 
of the gospel to suppose that it is here 
simply to redeem men from the gutter 
and to save them from eternal doom. 
Salvation means no less than the whole 
work of shaping life and growing a 
soul. Blessed be God that there is 
power in the gospel to rescue the jewel 
from the gutter and to make it fit for 
the King's crown. But blessed be God 
that there is power in the gospel to keep 
lives out of the gutter and to fit them 
for the largest tasks in the kingdom. 
The grace of the gospel is revealed most 
fully in the building up of lives in virtue 
and so in keeping them from the gutter. 
Some of the evangelism of the past has 
all unconsciously set a premium upon 
degradation and has glorified the swine 
trough. One of the most pestiferous 
lies is the old saying that "It takes a 
great sinner to make a great saint." If 
that is true, Satan is the most promising 
candidate for sainthood, and the Lord 
Jesus made a mistake in living a sinless 
life. As a matter of fact the great saints 
of the church and the great servants of 



humanity have come not from the swine 
trough but from the family altar. There 
have been a few great saints, we may 
admit, who have come from the far 
country, but they are the exception and 
not the rule. The great apostle could 
say: "I have lived in all good conscience 
before God unto this day." Martin 
Luther could say: "Ich war immer ein 
frommer Mensch." And let us not 
forget that the Son of Man was fitted 
for his divine work by a sinless youth. 
The forgetfulness of this great truth 
has made much of the tragedy of life 
and is responsible for the sad neglect of 
religious training. By all means let 
us rescue the perishing and care for the 
dying; but with a divine urgency let 
us labor to train lives for the kingdom 
that they may never become outcasts 
and wastrels. 

The salvation of the life for the King- 
dom of God is the sum of all Christian 
effort. The time has been when the 
power of the gospel was shown in its 
ability to save the outcast and to trans- 
form the degraded. The time is com- 
ing when the power of the gospel will be 
revealed even more fully in its ability 
to save the child from sin and to build it 
up in Christlikeness. It is a great thing 
to see the degraded restored, to see the 
man once demon-possessed now clothed 
and in his right mind at the feet of 
Christ. But it is an even greater thing 
to see a life saved for the Kingdom of 
God, growing up into God in all things, 
and using all of its powers and capacities 
for the welfare of the world. In saying 
this we are not minimizing the grace 
of God or making the cross of Christ of 
no effect. Nay, rather, we are magni- 
fying that grace and are honoring the 
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redemptive work of Christ. Thus far 
men have assumed that the grace of God 
can be shown only in the work of regener- 
ating the depraved and renewing them 
in life. We are here to protest against 
this narrow conception and to assume 
that the grace of God can be shown just 
as fully and mightily in the work of 
keeping the soul and molding it for the 
Kingdom of God. We have assumed 
that the grace of God can work through 
the men who are preaching the gospel 
and winning sinners back to righteous- 
ness. We are now prepared to affirm 
that the same grace can work no less 
potently through men who are training 
lives and seeking to create a helpful 
environment. Grace is here to save the 
fallen, and grace is here to save men from 
falling. Grace is here to save a man 
from failure, and grace is here to build 
him up into the fulness of life in Christ. 
Divine grace is shown even more fully 
in keeping lives than in rescuing out- 
casts. 

And this saving work of Christ cul- 
minates in the unfolding of life to its 
fullest capacity. Man as we know him 
is a group of possibilities; to be man 
in the largest sense these potentialities 
must be nourished into expression and 
developed into fulness. The infant at 
birth is but a bundle of possibilities that 
run up the scale almost to infinity; 
in fact, no one has measured those 
upward possibilities. Man is to be 
trained and developed in all his capaci- 
ties and possibilities that he may live 
as a citizen of the Kingdom of God 
and promote its coming in the universe. 
Concerning the future of the life we 
cannot say very much. But the church 
has always taught that in some way the 



condition and destiny of the life hereafter 
are conditioned upon the quality and 
character of this life here. And so the 
Christ comes that man may have life 
and may have it more abundantly — 
life here and now, life spiritual, life 
mental, life moral and physical; that 
man may grow tall in soul, and strong 
in body, with heart full, brain clear, affec- 
tions purified, will under control; that 
man here and now may have life, God's 
kind of life, and may attain unto the 
measure of the stature of manhood in 
Christ Jesus and be filled unto all the 
fulness of God. 

Thus we see that the word salvation 
is a great and all-inclusive word. The 
diameter of the word circumscribes an 
orbit that is as wide as the purpose of 
God and as inclusive as the whole being 
of man. It covers the entire process 
from the beginning of life to its fullest 
maturity in the kingdom of the Father. 
It includes the deliverance of the life 
from sin and failure and missing the 
mark; and it includes the growth of the 
body, the development of the mind, and 
the discipline of the soul. It implies the 
unfolding of the soul's capacities to their 
fullest degree, and their use in the service 
of the kingdom. It means the lifting 
up of the man who has fallen but 
even more it means the strengthening 
of man that he may not fall. 

Another thing: this true and Chris- 
tian conception of salvation will put new 
meaning and urgency into our work for 
men. Some persons would tell us that 
the one supreme motive is that of saving 
souls from the hell beyond and saving 
them for the heaven above. There is a 
great and vital truth here; and it will 
be a sad day for the church and the 
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world when we lose out of our lives the 
thought of the future and its meaning. 
But the truth we are setting forth here 
restores the balance in thought and 
gives our efforts a new urgency. Men 
are in hell now, the hell of lost manhood 
and wasted life. Men are lost here and 
now, lost to the kingdom and its uses. 
Men may be saved now, saved for God 
and for his kingdom. Men are saved 
here and now when they become mem- 
bers of the kingdom and live for life's 
true ends. Perdition and salvation are 
present facts. Heaven and hell are 
here and now. All around us are lost 
lives, men and women who are missing 
the mark and losing their one chance of 
serving the Kingdom of God. What 
the future may bring of doom or glory 
we do not know, but doom and glory are 
present facts in the lives of men; and 
the separations before the great white 
throne are but the results of the lives 
here. Suppose we realized this tre- 
mendous fact. We would work for 
men with a new love and urgency. We 
would hate with a divine and burning 
hatred the things that mar and trip and 
misshape lives. We would seek to 
bring every soul to self-knowledge, to 
show it the true goal of life, and to win 
it unto God and his kingdom. The con- 
sciousness of this truth would intensify 
tenfold our interest in men, and multiply 
our efforts to save them. More than 
that, it would broaden our program and 
would send us out to work for the whole 
man. We would insist then that every 
life shall be well born, well nourished, 
well protected. We would demand that 
it be well cared for and well trained. 
We would labor unceasingly to take up 
stumbling-blocks out of its way and to 



surround it with a moral atmosphere. 
We would never rest till we had brought 
it to God and had led it into the full 
blessing of the kingdom. 

In the light of all this, we see how 
evil and damnable are all those men and 
influences that trip up human lives, that 
lead children astray, that cheat the life 
of its power and possibilities, that ruin 
lives and cast them upon the rubbish 
heap. We understand now what the 
Master meant when he said: "Woe 
unto the world because of the things 
that cause men to stumble. But woe 
unto that man through whom the 
stumbling comes. It were better for 
him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck and that he were drowned in 
the depths of the sea" (Matt. 18:1-7). 
In the light of this we see how blessed 
and Christly it is to help any soul, to 
take up stumbling-blocks, to make 
straight paths for men's feet, to lead 
the life to its true Lord, and to fit it for 
larger tasks in the Kingdom of God. 
"He that winneth souls is wise" (Prov. 
11:30). "They that be wise, or teachers, 
shall shine with the brightness of the 
firmament and they that turn many to 
righteousness as the stars forever and 
ever (Dan. 12:3). 

In the light of all this we see the real 
and fatal nature of sin. It is a missing 
of the mark in life; it is the failure of 
man to be that great and wonderful 
thing God meant him to be; it is the 
ruin, the undoing, the dehumanizing of 
man. According to the Son Jesus, 
sin is the worst evil that can befall a man. 
Better cut off the hand or pluck out the 
eye than have one of these lead you into 
sin. Better that a millstone were hanged 
about one's neck and he were drowned 
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in the depths of the sea than that he 
should tempt another or push a life into 
sin. 

The tragic, the maddening thing 
about sin is not so much the suffering 
and punishment; it is rather the loss 
of life, the failure of man to be his true 
self and to find his true goal. The 
serious, the fatal thing about it is not 
so much the doom of the future, though 
this may be serious enough; it is rather 
the fact that here and now life is lost 
and wasted; and this loss can never 
be made good and this waste can 
never be recovered. We do not know 
fully what this loss may mean to the soul 
in the far future; but we do know that 
the life that is lost here for the kingdom 
has lost forever its one chance of attain- 
ing this life's end and of serving the uses 
of the kingdom. We intensify tenfold 
the solemnity of life and the meaning 
of salvation when we read them in the 
present tense in terms of the Kingdom 
of God and its coming. " What shall it 
profit a man though he gain the whole 
world and lose his own life? or what 
shall a man give as a substitute for his 
life?" 

The full and frank recognition of 
this truth will bring about some very 
practical results. For one thing, it 
will remove all causes of friction and 
misunderstanding between the different 
classes of workers. The social-service 
worker will honor the work of the evan- 
gelist; the evangelist will honor the work 
of the statesman; and all will honor the 
work of the parent. Life, we see, is a 
complex thing, and to save the whole 
life we must touch it on all sides. No 
one line of work alone can do the whole 
work of the kingdom, but all are needed 



for the perfection of the life. For an- 
other thing, it will mean a more sympa- 
thetic co-operation on the part of all the 
agencies of man's social life: the home, 
the school, the press, the church. And 
this will compel religious teachers and 
social workers to unite in framing a 
comprehensive, constructive, scientific, 
and Christian program of action. The 
race possesses knowledge enough, con- 
science enough, devotion enough to 
frame the outlines at least of such a 
program. What we need just now is a 
very definite conception of the great 
end and aim of all Christian effort; 
then there must be a unification and 
socialization of the intelligence, the con- 
science, and the devotion of the people. 
Life is an organic thing and our efforts 
must be organic. We must deal with 
life as a whole and must lift up the whole 
man together. Life can never be im- 
proved and exalted by any mere peddling 
process. The whole ideal of the kingdom 
must be unveiled before the eyes of the 
soul, and the soul must be taught to 
live as a citizen of the kingdom. 

In conclusion and in summary, this 
work of saving the lives for the kingdom 
covers the whole being of man, implies 
the development of all his capacities, 
and involves the use of all his powers in 
the service of mankind. In many of 
the conceptions of salvation and in many 
of the efforts for man's uplift, this 
aspect has been much ignored. And 
consequently men's efforts have begun 
too far up the path of life to be fully 
effective. But from the conception of 
salvation that is here described we see 
that our program contemplates the 
training and development of life in all 
its capacities and powers, physical, 
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mental, aesthetic, moral, and spiritual. 
The body is to be honored, for it is the 
abode and the medium of the spirit, and 
is to be made as strong and beautiful 
as possible. The mind is to be developed 
and trained that man may become fully 
rational and may serve God with all his 
mind. Every brain has millions of 
undeveloped cells, which signifies that 
every life is infinitely poorer than it 
might be. The average person is an 
undeveloped possibility. "May God 
forgive me," said Mrs. Browning, "I 
have not used half of the powers he gave 
me." The saving of the life means the 
unfolding and development, in far 
larger measure than is now the case, of 
these innate capacities of the human 
being. This is a great and compre- 
hensive work, and calls for an intelligent 
and conscious direction of life. The 
feelings are to be aroused and guided and 
given proper direction. The feelings, it 
may be said, are the dynamo that 
furnishes power for life's activities; 
not suppression but direction is the 
wise course here. The imagination must 
be awakened and given high ideals for its 



contemplation. The aesthetic cravings 
should be rendered vigorous by careful 
training and by a study of the truly 
artistic. The mind must be trained to 
observe, to compare, to discriminate, 
and then to follow a train of reasoning 
with persistence and concentration. The 
will must be disciplined and steadied so 
that it may not only admit the obligation 
but follow it. The moral insight must 
be clarified and made both quick and 
unerring, so that man may distinguish 
good from evil and may also discern 
between the doubtful and the certain. 
In fine, the children of the race, with 
all their possibilities of life and service, 
are to be trained and developed in all 
their capacities and powers that they 
may five as citizens of the Kingdom of 
God and promote the process of human 
progress. 

Thus, our whole work sums itself up in 
the one inclusive task of saving life for the 
Kingdom of God, that all its capacities 
may be unfolded and the soul may 
attain to its full stature. With this con- 
ception our thought returns full-orbed, 
and our effort achieves its highest success. 



